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Mr. Bill Clinton 
15 Old House Lane 
Chappaqua, New York, USA 
10514-2717 

March 8, 2001 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
I am writing to introduce you to a very special young person in China. 
 
During your 1998 visit to Guilin, you stopped in a small shop in a Fishing Village on 
the Li River. I remember because I was a volunteer interpreter on this visit, as part of 
the Consular support team. In the village today, there are photos of you with the family 
that own that shop, but the photo is missing someone. That someone is Zhao Chun Li. 
 
Chun Li is 18 years old and has advanced Osteogenesis Imperfecta (OI), also known as 
Brittle Bone Disease. From the time she was born, her bones began to break. This 
disease has left her severely deformed, which is why she was not in those pictures with 
you; she was not allowed to be seen by you. 
 
Prior to your arrival, a Chinese security advance team ordered her family to keep her 
out of your sight, and when her mother objected, one of the team members forced her to 
keep Zhao Chun Li hidden in a small back room until you had left her parent’s store.  
 
I have resided in China since 1989, and so stories like this are unfortunately common to 
me. However, after meeting Chun Li during a visit to her village last year, and since 
getting to know this extremely bright and outgoing young woman, I felt you had missed 
something truly special during your brief visit, and wanted to share her story with you. 
 
I ask that you please send Chun Li a signed photograph of yourself; something that she 
has never asked for, but I know she would treasure. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Chris Barclay, Head Coach, ALTEC Training Centers 
 
Encl.  Photo, return mailing envelope addressed to Fishing Village 
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